EDITORIAL                                                      No. 119   July & August 2015
It looks like this might be a very ‘sparse’ edition.  I am always extremely grateful to those who send me articles on a very regular basis but I really would appreciate receiving more items of interest, on any subject or matter, to avoid the Magazine from being just an advertising media, which would lose the whole purpose of regular communication.

WILLAND HEALTH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE

Project update   The next step after planning consent is the detailed work needed to obtain Building Control consent. The preparation for this is almost complete.  This has been a costly process and eaten significantly into our limited reserves.  Following Building Control consent, the final step of this stage is to go out to tender at which point we will understand the project cost in detail.  Having received the bids, the project will be passed over from the Parish Council to the newly formed charity for fundraising and implementation.
Fundraising

So far we have received £650 in donations for bricks and we have a total of £15/month from individual friends of the Centre since our appeal in the last magazine.  Clearly we need more and I would encourage you to support this important facility for our village. We will be breaking the project into manageable chunks and approaching funders for grants towards the project.  Some of the funders require matched funding to demonstrate local support and this is why your personal donations are so important.  Perhaps you could consider a fund raising event if you are part of the many village organisations.
Management Board

The charity has a number of trustees who oversee the project.  To support them, we are putting in place a management board which will be a combination of user representatives and people with the skills we need and who are willing to volunteer their services during this start-up phase.  If you have legal, financial, project management or fundraising skills would you consider helping us?  Please give me a call if you want to be part of this exciting project.                           Ray Ursell, Chairman of the Trustees, 01884 821375, 07770 238588, ray.ursell@willandmatters.org.uk or web site www.willandhcc.org.uk
WILLAND SCOUT GROUP

We are looking for new members to join between the ages of 10½ to 14. The group meets every Monday evening, during term time, from 7.15-9pm at Willand Village Hall or in the surrounding area. There is a varied programme throughout the year with an emphasis on outdoor activities. Scouts will have the opportunity to learn a number of different skills from climbing, archery and geocaching to the more traditional map reading, hiking and cooking outdoors. In addition to regular meetings the group have the chance to go away camping and put scouting skills into practice over a number of days. For more information please contact Tom at tomhaggerty@hotmail.com. 

HISTORIC VEHICLE GATHERING
The 8th Sampford Peverell Historic Vehicle Gathering will be held on Sunday 16th August 2015 at Uplowman Village Hall/Recreation Ground from 11am – 5pm in aid of Devon Freewheelers EVS.

      Any type of vehicle, including 
future classics, welcome! No age restrictions.
Craft and Trade Stands, Raffle and All-day BBQ, bar and refreshments

For more information please contact Keith Astbury on 0884 820527 or email lindyastbury@gmail.com
Courtesy costs nothing yet buys things that are priceless.

SHARPEN YOUR SHEARS

It is that time of year again when the hedges, shrubs, plants and weeds are beginning to grow and take over where they are not contained or controlled.  Some like the ‘wild’ look, others like a little more order and tidy appearance. With local government cutbacks Devon County Council have ceased to fund the cutting of grass on verges and will not be spraying any weeds as they grow through the pavements or paviours {probably a false economy over time}.  Grass may be cut on visibility splays for safety reasons but that is it.  
The good news is that Mid Devon District Council has decided to continue cutting verges for this year without the funding from DCC.  Next year it may be down to the Parish Councils or the community themselves to deal with the problem.
The Parish Council has arranged for a local contractor to spray the weeds during the past month and that will be paid for from the Parish Precept.  Ray Radford, our County Councillor, has promised to contribute £500 towards the cost from his ‘Community Budget’ and so thanks to that, we should recover most if not all of the costs.
Pavements and footpaths need to be kept free from obstruction from vegetation at all levels up to 2.1 meters high.  If it is also a cycleway, it needs to be 2.5 meters clearance height.  If the obstruction is coming from your garden or land, can you please be public spirited and cut it back.  If there is a problem elsewhere, please tell the Parish Clerk and she will try and identify the responsible person and seek their co-operation.
Anything you can do to help keep our village tidy please feel free to help with the thanks of the community.  If you do go cutting the grass on the verge at the roadside near to your home or cutting back excessive growth on a footpath, please take care and not put yourself or others in danger.   If you are walking the dog, have your poo bags in one pocket and a pair of secateurs, to cut off the odd bramble, in the other.  Every little helps!                         Willand P.C. 
WILLAND COMMUNITY COMPOSTING SCHEME.

Following on from our previous (May - June magazine:) article, we are now able to update you with:- OPENING HOURS. -  SUMMER (APR - OCT) 9.00am - 5.00pm, WINTER (NOV - MAR)
10.00am - 4.00pm. During these times, the pedestrian gate will be unlocked and left open. Outside of these times, the gate will be locked and no access will be permitted. During the second week of July 2015, there will be a notice to this effect displayed on the gate giving the start date. Please note these times are volunteer dependant. - in the extreme - no volunteers, no opening. 

WHAT WE ACCEPT:  To those who know, a reminder and to those that don't, information - this to apply with immediate effect:- Notice displayed on gate:
Fresh Grass Clippings, Leaves, Hedge Clippings, Prunings (only those that can be cut with secateurs).  Annual Weeds, Flowers, Raw Vegetables and Plants. If items are not on the above list, we are unable accept.

Additionally, we ask you NOT to leave ANY material outside the gate when closed.  This could be classed as Fly Tipping but also to us, a disregard to the community.

WHY:- The fence - to help with unwanted material  dumped 'out of hours', including oversized tree trunks (over 3")  and secondly, large volumes of wood (over 1")- which does not Compost! So we have had to have burnings on site. 

MDDC - impending charge for garden waste collection - latest cost we have heard is £46/year for the large brown bin. - This could impact on us regarding capacity.

SECURITY:  thefts and damage to shed and property. Additionally, we have had bags of compost removed without payment. Fortunately this is rare but not nice when it happens! 

We extend a cordial invitation to you to join those of us that are left - who share our aims of community to have a chat with any one of us when you next visit or, contact me (see below). The more volunteers we have the more we can do to maintain the service. Tony Mander on mob. 07980472242 or email tony@tonymander.plus.com
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
Half way through the year already!  At our AGM, John Crocker was re-elected Chairman, Frances Wilcox Secretary and Carol Allan Treasurer. There are still some vacancies for trustees, particularly if you belong to an organisation that uses the Hall.  Please contact us if you might be interested

We have started to apply for grants to replace the asbestos roof, but need to show that we have support from the community. We would be very grateful if you could write a letter supporting this work, mentioning that the increased insulation would make the hall more comfortable to users and that, without the Hall, the village would not have a venue suitable to accommodate all the various groups. The hall is used 7 days a week, almost every day of the year, so it is a very valuable asset to the community. You can email your letters to me at cbarwa@mail.com, so I can forward them with our applications. Please help us. If we do not secure grants, the hall roof will deteriorate badly and we will be forced to close down.

At our May meeting, it was agreed to postpone decorating the hall until after the roof is done, as there is likely to be some mess and possible damage to the interior. If the grant applications are successful, we hope to complete the project in August 2016.

Frances is still running the bingo sessions, but the usual second Tuesday is sometimes changed to accommodate other bookings, so keep an eye open for posters

We are still collecting paper for recycling in the shed at the far end of the car park. This will normally be open from around 10 until 4 from Monday to Saturday. Please help us by putting papers in cardboard boxes, or tying them in bundles, if possible.                               Carol Allan – Treasurer, 33828
Of all the things you wear, your expression 

is the most important.

CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH
Thank you to everyone who supported our Cream Teas. Whenever an outdoor event is planned it is always interesting working out whether we will be sitting under umbrellas to shelter from the rain or the sun.  The cream teas are always worth risking the rain.

We continue to hold coffee mornings on the first Thursday of every month from 10.30 am.  Lunches on the 3rd Friday - no cost,  just turn up for lovely soup and other delicacies.   Our worship services are Sunday at 10.30 -  everyone is welcome to join us. We also have prayer meetings and house groups.                                                                                       Rev. Paul Booth
There are two ways of being rich – one is to have all you want, the other is to be satisfied with what you have.
WILLAND CYCLE GROUP

21 cyclists have joined the group for two rides so far, so if you were wondering how much interest there would be, Chris Williams is delighted with the response. You can keep (or get) in contact with the group via Facebook (Willand Cycle Group), Chris’ email address is chriswilliams005@aol.com or his mobile 07517 725589. 

WILLAND THEATRICAL SOCIETY

Well, before you know it, spring becomes summer and the longest day will have passed by the time you read this! Along with the longest day, our next production will have taken place too. Unfortunately, due to the lack of enough MEN, we had to postpone the adult comedy until next year. In its place we are performing a Murder Mystery, which hopefully will be well attended, on July 4th!! It’s a tongue in cheek mystery based around King Arthur & his knights but in this case it’s ‘King Alfa Crown,’ whose throne is eagerly desired by various dubious characters including Sirs Chancelot, Migrane, Knightmare, Whirlin, Goodwife Ninny & Queen Whenevere, who is pregnant but her husband the King, has been away on a Quest for over a year?!!! Let’s hope no one loses their head! Oh, and we’ll also be providing a tasty supper.
As I have mentioned we were disappointed to have to postpone the play but a lack of men in the society continues to limit our options. So if there are any brave men out there who enjoy performing to very appreciative audiences, please do contact Jeanette Simmons on 01884 32307 for more details. If you would be happy to display a poster informing people about the society, we could email you one to print out.
Our Annual General Meeting will be Friday 14th August at 7:30pm in the Club Room at the village hall and it’s always a good time to meet everyone in the society and find out what the future plans are.
We will be preparing for next February’s pantomime of Dick Whittington soon, with a reading on Friday 21st August and auditions will be on Friday 28th August, all at 7:30pm in the Club Room, in the Village Hall. Just remember, ‘Life is full of drama, why not join the club’?!                    David Keating
To play safe is to stop growing.
St. MARY’S CHURCH


We are pleased to bring news of the appointment of the Rev. Simon Talbot as Leader of the Church in Willand. He also has responsibility for the churches in Uffculme, Kentisbeare and Blackborough parishes, but will be living in Rectory Close, Willand.  Simon, his wife Rachael and their four children will be joining us in the Autumn and we hope that you will help in making them welcome to the village.
In the meantime here is a reminder of our regular programme of activities, for all ages, in which you are invited to share.

Rockers: for parents and pre-school children, Mondays 9.15-11am (Clair Tancock 32185).
St Mary’s Guild: Thursday 9th July at 2.30pm Cream Tea, Thurs. 13th August, no meeting-Summer Holiday.(Pauline Lewis 829212)

Coffee and Chat: Fridays 10th July, 10.30-12.00 in the Church Hall, every one welcome, just turn up on the day.

Luncheon Club: Weds. 15th July 12.15 for 12.30, August 19th Cream Tea (David Brister 35171)

Messy Church: Friday 17th July 3.30-6pm, Crafts, Bible Stories, Songs and Family meal (Ginny Metherell 821942)

If you need help in any way, please contact the Church Wardens: Peter Thornton 33062, Andrew Metherell 821942.

FROM DEVON & CORNWALL POLICE
Trading Standards have received a number of complaints about unsolicited visits from doorstep traders offering gardening, building and driveway works. These complaints often mention poor quality work, excessive costs, and even sometimes elderly people being driven to the bank to withdraw cash.

By law, doorstep traders have to give you written information before you agree to a contract - including their name and address, how much the work will cost and how long it will take to complete. They also have to give you a written notice telling you about your right to a 14 day cooling off period - although you can decide to have work done during this period, if you want to.

Trading Standards always advise not to enter into contracts with unsolicited visitors to your home. Take your time and always get 3 quotes for any work that you want to be done. Always get a second opinion if you are told by an unsolicited visitor that you need work doing to your home. If you want advice, details of approved traders, or to complain about a doorstep trader, please call Citizens Advice on 03454 040506. If you feel threatened by a doorstep caller, contact the police. 
Also, Crimestoppers has been alerted to a group of scammers who have 'hijacked' the 0800 555 111 number, which we use to allow people to contact us to pass on anonymous information about crime. The scammers are calling people, saying they are "Crimestoppers at the Home Office" and directing them to the website to clarify the number and asking for personal information like bank details.

Crimestoppers has never, and will never, make cold calls to members of the public asking for any personal details. If you receive a call from someone asking for personal information and claiming to be from Crimestoppers, please report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040.

Roger Critchell, Director of Operations for Crimestoppers, is currently talking to their phone service provider to attempt to resolve the situation and hope this can be rectified as quickly as possible. "People can still call the 0800 555 111, but we wanted to make sure people are aware that Crimestoppers will never, ever contact members of the public asking for personal details, Please do not give any personal information to cold callers claiming to be Crimestoppers." 
WILLAND PARISH COUNCIL

The 2015 elections are behind us and we have a new National government and only time will tell what effect that will have on our individual lives or that of the village in which we live.  There is little doubt that changes in planning law and regulations will affect us as will some of the cuts to local government.

We have a ‘revised’ District Council with some new faces and many former faces returning.  In Lower Culm Ward we did not have an election as only three people put their names forward and were therefore put in place without the need of an election. Willand has the largest population outside of the three main towns in Mid Devon District yet none of our District Councillors live within the village; in fact only one lives in the Ward and then only just.

There was no election for Parish Councillors either as to fill the eleven vacancies only six people ‘volunteered’ so were ‘elected’ unopposed. Of those six, one lives outside of the Parish boundary but is no less committed to the village than the rest of the Parish Councillors, as Willand is their ‘focal point’ for community and services.  More members are needed to ensure that we represent the community fully.  
Where do we go from here and what will change? To quote a certain celebrity of old – Not a lot!  There is only so much we few can do.  If you have no Parish Council then MDDC will appoint people to run the village and just think of the over-development and loss of services which would happen if ‘the few’ were not making a voice for the village heard.
One change which has taken place is that of Chairman. Ray Ursell, Chairman for the past six years or so, will still be very involved in the Parish as a Councillor, Chairing our Community Sub Committee and the Trustees for The Willand Health & Community Centre.  He will continue to maintain and develop the website which he provides – Willand Matters.  Ray took the Chair of the Parish Council when it needed a ‘revitalisation’ in relation to financial and community issues and he has contributed greatly to that amongst other things.  Our finances are now sound and ready to deal with the new challenges being thrown at us by funding cuts.  The Jubilee celebrations evidenced his work in bringing the community together to show what can be done if we all pull together.  I am sure there are other achievements of which this relative ‘new boy’ is unaware. Thank you Ray for all you have done for the community and hopefully you will continue with your enthusiastic commitment. 

As there are so few of us you will see from posters on the notice boards that we are seeking volunteers to be co-opted as Parish Councillors.  We would also welcome help with specific projects.  This has been evidenced in the past by the formation of W.A.V.E. to put forward a view on the proposed local plan and currently there are a number of people coming together to fight for the retention of our children’s play areas and green open spaces.  There is the ongoing work to provide the Willand Health & Community Centre which Ray Ursell is leading. There are many excellent groups/organisations working within the village and we will be stronger if we can all work together for the benefit of the whole community.  The more involvement in the community the stronger our voice will be in making our case heard. I will respond positively to any invitation to meet with any of our groups/organisations within the Parish to discuss or explain Parish issues.

The Local Plan:  There is a delay in placing this plan before the Inspector to have a hearing and then try and get it adopted.  Various reasons have been given for this.  What you may not know is that meetings have been taking place between the proposed developers of Junction 27 and MDDC Officers to get an amended project incorporated in the plan.  Unofficially, we are aware of 13 documents relating to these proposals and one of them alone amounts to 451 pages.  It should be of concern to everyone that the public consultation ended many months ago yet a private company is still allowed to carry on trying to get things changed and we the public have, as yet, not been consulted.  This is holding up the whole process and unless our elected members stand firm, the whole local plan on which we were consulted and we commented on could be completely re-written.  Areas of land put forward for development originally and left out of the plan could also then be reconsidered.  Your Parish Council have not been made aware of the new proposals by ‘Eden Westwood’ [note the name change] by MDDC or the proposed developers but fortunately we have our own sources.  Please be aware that it is not over yet by a long way.

Certain developers are still trying to get permission to build more houses in the village which are outside of the Local Plan and to date our voice has been heard in moderating or preventing some of these plans.  We will be getting a bio digester to produce ‘green energy’ at the back of the 2 Sisters site and an application for another digester to provide energy on the site is going through the planning process.  Hopefully neither will adversely impact upon the village.  The proposed solar panel site leading into the village from Cullompton was unanimously refused by MDDC Planning Committee but the Developer can always appeal.
If you want to know more of what is going on in the Parish please read the notice boards situated around the village or come to a Parish Council meeting.  Talk to your councillors as we need to know that we are representing the various views and opinions of all.  Better still please put yourself forward to be co-opted onto the Parish Council and work for the benefit of your community.  Our new Clerk has commented favourably on the way we run the meetings, and how interesting it is to know more about what is affecting our village.  You could make a difference!                 Barry G J Warren.  Chairman.

The courage to speak must be matched by the wisdom to listen.
FROM OUR PCSO, JONATHAN SIMS

Although Willand is a very safe place to live and crime is very low, it is still important to mark your property.  If your property is clearly identifiable it will be worth less money to thieves and harder to resell. Marking your property also increases the chances of having your valuables returned to you in the event of being lost or stolen.
The easiest way to mark your property is to use a UV pen, which are available from me at Cullompton Police station. The way you should mark your property is by writing your house name or number, along with your post code, on the item. By using the UV pen, it will not be visible or spoil the look of your property.   We use a UV torch to read the details when we recover property and return it to the rightful owner.
Examples of the types of property you should be marking.   Flat screen TV`s, Laptops/computers, Satellite navigation systems, Game consoles, MP3 Players, Mobile phones, Digital cameras, Video cameras, Audio systems, Jewellery, Bikes, Power Tools, Sporting equipment, etc. 
Along with marking the property, it is also important to record serial numbers of the items, again I have sheets available if you require them.  We have recently purchased a engraving machine so we can now offer to permanently mark certain items.  One final thing we can offer is uploading your property onto a national database which is run by a company we work with called IMMOBILISE.
 

Please contact me at Cullompton if you wish to take up the offer of engraving, UV pens, etc, either by email or by phone. PCSO 30384 Jonathan Sims,
0845 656 7702
A confidence shared is as good as putting it on Facebook.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

At our May meeting, a video was shown of National Trust Gardens. We do not meet in June, as we have our annual outing. This year, we will be visiting The Garden House, near Buckland Monachorum. In July, Johanna Westgate will be talking about the flora and fauna at Slapton Ley, which has an unique ecosystem.
Thank you to everyone who came along to our Plant Sale at the end of May. We saw quite a few new faces and made a good profit to help offset the cost of the Flower Show,  schedules for which are now available at the entrances of the Village Hall or from me. Our photo classes are: Tools and Plants, Family Pets and Wild Verge / Hedgerow and the floral arrangements are: “A Night at the Theatre”, “A Summer Wedding Bouquet”, a foliage arrangement and a miniature arrangement. All entries are free. Why don’t you have a go this year and help us put on a good public display? Remember that this year it is on August 1st, not the second Saturday as normally.

For more details about the Garden Club, please do not hesitate to contact me on 01884 33828 or email me on cbarwa@mail.com. 
                                                        Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary
CAMEO
As our May meeting coincided with polling day, the village hall was unavailable, so we had a mystery tour and an evening meal instead. We had a beautiful scenic ride in lovely sunshine and our final destination was the Smugglers Inn near Teignmouth, where we had a delicious meal. June saw us back in the Village Hall, where we wondered if we had gone to the Chelsea flower show. Alan and Linda French brought along a massive array of  bedding plants, plants for patio tubs and shrubs for our gardens. Alan described the various properties of these plants, the best places to grow them and look after them. He answered lots of questions, particularly about garden pests but in spite of our best endeavours, the slugs and snails always seem to be one step ahead of us. Alan generously donated several plants for our forthcoming charity garden party. We then had a tricky flower quiz. 
Arrangements were made for our garden party, where we will be serving cream teas and have plant, craft and cake stalls. This replaces our usual spring Coffee Morning and is for our nominated charity for this year R.E.A.C.H., an organisation helping children born with missing limbs. We sincerely hope we have our usual loyal support from the village. 
Several members had enjoyed a trip to the Crediton Flower Festival and our outing in July will be to the Wetlands Craft Centre near Taunton. We were then shown the beautiful tablecloth the craft group have been making. This cloth was given to us by Marjorie Harman, who was a very keen cameo and W.I member. She bravely battled with cancer for 15years and during that time, her daughter also succumbed to this awful illness. Marjorie asked that when the cloth was finished it would be given to a cancer charity to raise funds for a worthy cause.

At our next meeting in July, our speaker will be Martin Taggart from the London Mounted Police.                                                     Betty Penberthy
KEEPING OUR PETS COOL THIS SUMMER

· On a hot day, walk your dog in the early morning and late evenings if possible and take water with you or walk where there is somewhere for the dog to paddle or swim. You can buy dog coats specifically for keeping them cool. 

· Cats love the heat, but make sure you check sheds and green houses for those sunbathing moggies because they can get locked in by accident.

· Rabbits and guinea pigs need plenty of shade and water, keep them covered when they are out in their run and preferably in the shade with the opportunity for a breeze.

NEVER leave Dogs in cars, not even for short periods

Dogs die every summer after being left in cars, even with the windows down.  In minutes, the inside of the car can reach oven temperatures.  Outside temperatures of 24 degrees centigrade can soon reach in excess of 39 degrees centigrade inside a car.

What to do if you see a dog in a car on a warm/hot day?

· Call the police on 999 and the RSPCA on 03001234999. If the car is in a shop car park or at a public event, alert organisers to call owners over the loudspeaker and advise them that the police have been called and are on their way. The overwhelming urge will be to break into the car and release the dog. There is a risk of being charged with criminal damage if you do this, so tell the police/RSPCA what you intend to do and take videos/photos on your phone to show the distress. Take names and phone numbers of any witnesses.

Signs of heatstroke and what to do

· Heavy panting, profuse salivation, a rapid pulse, very red gums and or tongue, lethargy, lack of co-ordination, reluctance or inability to rise after collapsing, vomiting and diarrhoea. 

· Dogs with heatstroke need their body temperature lowering gradually to give them the best chance of survival. 

· Immediately douse the dog with cool (never cold) water if possible.

· Move the dog into a shaded cool area and give small amounts of cool water to drink.

· Go straight to your nearest veterinary practice and call ahead so that they are expecting you.                                                  Vale Vets, Honiton
Going back to basics can clear up a lot of misunderstandings.
NEWS from the FRIENDS of COLDHARBOUR MILL
The WORKING WOOL MUSEUM and MILL SHOP are open to visitors Monday to Friday 10am-4pm. For all information about the Mill and its history, admission prices, volunteering opportunities, shop and products, or to book guided tours for school or adult groups, contact the Mill Office by phone on 01884 840960 (Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm) or by e-mail: info@coldharbourmill.org.uk or the website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS:   SUNDAY 5TH JULY – CAR BOOT SALE at the Mill, Sellers from 12 noon (£5.)  Buyers from 1pm.  Refreshments available.

WEDNESDAY 8TH JULY – QUIZ NITE  at Uffculme Village Hall.  Ring Kathleen on 01884 842423 or Jenny on 01884 243071 to book a table.  £6 per person to include a buffet supper.

WEDNESDAY 29TH JULY AND EVERY FOLLOWING WEDNESDAY UNTIL (and incl) 2ND SEPTEMBER – CREAM TEAS AT THE MILL.  From 11am until 4pm at a very special price (including entrance to the Mill).  Other refreshments also available.  Come and enjoy the Mill along with a cream tea.

SUNDAY 9TH AUGUST –THE COLDHARBOUR SUMMER FAYRE.  Anyone interested in having a stall, please contact Peter Fisher at the Mill or ring Jenny Border on 01884 243071.  On the day the Fayre will be open from 11am to 4pm.  Lots of stalls, Children’s Entertainer, hot and cold food, ice cream van, plenty of things to do!!!!

NEXT STEAM DAY – MONDAY AUGUST 31ST

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED – please help to make a difference at this unique heritage site!  Volunteers are always needed for a range of activities including, repairs, painting, gardening, sweeping, helping with school visits, working in the Mill Office and as part of the Steam Group.  For more information, phone or e-mail the Mill Office 01884 840960, info@coldharbourmill.org.uk
                                                                                              Jenny Border

WEIGHT RESTRICTION ON THE B3181
Some residents may have noticed large lorries driving through the village at times, which appears to be contrary to the weight restriction orders.  This is putting people and properties at risk. The police are currently unable to do anything about it as Devon County Council has to get the paperwork and signage altered to take account of legislation changes at National Level.  These changes happened some years ago but DCC do not appear to have taken the appropriate action.  Enquiries by the Parish Council, through our elected County Councillor, have failed to identify how, why or whom is responsible for the current position.  We are told what has to be done and how long it will take but as far as responsibility is concerned, we appear to be ignored in the hope that we will go away.  Memories may be jogged in that we had a similar experience with enforcing speed limits not so long ago.  We can all make mistakes but it appears that certain local authority paid officers are exempt from such frailties – or at least owning up to them!!!! STOP PRESS!!!  We have just been advised of some late news by our County Councillor, who has been told by the Head of Highways that when the law changed in 2002, the County Council was given 5 years to implement the changes. It appears that Willand was ‘not identified as a site needing replacement during this period’.  It was simply an ‘unfortunate oversight’ (that has lasted for 13 years!),
                                                                                            Barry Warren
CLUB 55
We will be organising a trip to Widecombe Fayre on Tuesday, September 8th.  The coach will be leaving Willand at 9.30am and the fare will be £10.00 per person.  Anyone who wishes to go will be most welcome.  Please contact Mrs Atherton on 01884 38217.

It’s no good steering a steady course if you’re 

heading for the rocks.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

With the war approaching its first anniversary, Willand’s rector, Revd Wood, preached to his congregation on Sunday, 1 August 1915: “What a momentous twelve months it has been, what terrible strife, what awful bloodshed and desolation, what grief and sorrow has been brought into countless homes! We have been praying for peace and victory and still the war goes on. Why?”
More practically, there were reinvigorated recruitment drives in the Tiverton area, particularly districts thought to still have eligible men of military age. To this effect, in July 1915 a detachment of the 3rd Devons – essentially the training / draft-finding battalion of the Devonshire Regiment – toured local towns and villages, accompanied by a band and speech-making dignitaries. On the final day of the march, they visited Uffculme and Bradfield and then planned stops at Willand and Tiverton Junction. However, having spent too long enjoying the hospitality at Bradfield House, the procession could only pause briefly in Willand, there being no time for speeches, before hurrying on to the station, where the soldiers boarded a train to return to barracks.

One Willand business, the Duchess of Devonshire Dairy, several of whose employees had already joined up, found other ways to contribute to the national war effort.  On 7 July, the managing director, Mr W J Mills, addressed all staff to proclaim the benefits of the latest War Loan, by which people were encouraged to invest in war bonds, enabling the government to raise much needed funds to conduct the war. Mr Mills urged his employees to invest and promised that for everyone who took out a 5 shilling bond he would add a further 5 shillings, which was much appreciated by those present. 
Away from the parish, Willand men who had joined Lord Kitchener’s ‘New Army’ at the start of the war were coming towards the end of their training. Most had gone into the 8th and 9th battalions of the Devonshire Regiment; they included 18-year-old James Rugg from Muxbeare Lane, in the 8th Devons, and Willand men James Bristow, Henry Trump, Alfred Govier and Fred Jordan in the 9th Devons. The two sister battalions had been stationed at Aldershot and after several months of intense preparation, most men were impatient for active service. One officer in the 9th Devons, who took a keen interest in the progress and welfare of his men, was 19-year-old Geoffrey Tracey from The Gables. The son of Willand’s celebrated Dr Tracey, Geoffrey was educated at Blundell’s School and Dean Close School, Cheltenham, before studying Art at Exeter Museum and Art School. He joined up at the recruitment rally in Willand on 4 September 1914, first volunteering for the Royal 1st Devon Yeomanry, before being commissioned into the 9th Devons. He had made good progress and was promoted to Lieutenant before several elder men in the battalion. Like his men and fellow officers – amongst whose number was the poet, William Noel Hodgson – Geoffrey would have been relieved when the 8th and 9th Devons were posted to the same brigade and embarked for France and the Western Front at the end of July. By the end of August both battalions had had their first experiences of the front line.  
In mid-August, Mr and Mrs Vinnicombe of Muxbeare Lane received news that their son, Private Walter Vinnicombe, had been killed in Gallipoli. As previously described (Willand Parish Magazine, March/April 2015), Walter Vinnicombe had emigrated to Australia,  joined up in January 1915 and on 25th  April landed at Gallipoli with the 13th Battalion, Australian Imperial Force. Over the next three months, his unit was engaged in brutal fighting against the Turks in defence of the ANZAC beachheads. But it was in the days preceding the Australians’ savage battle of Lone Pine (6-10 August) that Walter was wounded on 26 July, struck by ‘shrapnel in the side of his back, a little below the right kidney’. He was taken aboard the hospital ship Somali, where he died the following day. He has no known grave, but his name is on the Lone Pine Memorial, Gallipoli and also the war memorial at Newton Abbot, where he had lived and worked before emigrating to Australia circa 1912 - but he does not appear on Willand’s memorial, even though he was born in Willand, his parents lived in Willand and one local paper reported his death under the headline: ‘First Willand Man To Fall In Action’.
Walter Vinnicombe was aged 23 when he died and in his poignant last letter home to his parents – from the sweltering, flyblown trenches of Gallipoli – he wrote: “At last I am glad to be able to write to you. You may wonder why I have not before done so, but the truth is I have not been able to get any paper, and I could not write on the back of yours, as you have always written on both sides … I am glad to say I am in the best of health, and doing fairly well, although we are having plenty of work to do. The fleet have been bombarding heavily for days and the Turks must have lost thousands. It is awful to think of such heavy casualties on both sides, but I suppose it is the price of war. What a blessing it will be when peace is declared! I am afraid that will not be for some months yet … I am wondering how the garden is this year, also the apples. My word, how it makes my mouth water when I picture the orchard! I am hoping one day to sample once more a few apples.”  

                 James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison235@gmail.com)

AND FINALLY
Having been running the Magazine for the past twenty years, I am frequently asked whether I have had experience with the workmanship of one advertiser or other, for the purpose of making a recommendation.  We have obviously used a number of them – but not all and would love to hear from those people who had excellent service from one business or another. However, there are bound to be some people for whom the service they received was less than acceptable, and the responsibility for that choice obviously rests with the customer.   
VILLAGE HALL  AND OTHER  LOCATIONS EVENTS
Pilates


                        Mondays            10.00 am,       11.15am 

Purelesque Knitting Group                    Monday                                      2.00pm 

Willand Art Group                                Monday,   Methodist Chapel      2.00pm

Cull. & Dist. Flower Club                1st Monday                                      2.00 pm    

Tai Chi


  
           Monday                                     3.45 pm

Beavers



           Monday                                     5.30 pm 

Cub Scouts


           Monday                                     7.00 pm 

Weightlifting Club                                 Monday                                      7.00pm

Scouts 



           Monday                                     7.30 pm 

Kettle Bell Pump                                    Monday 7.00 pm,       Friday   10.00am

Running Club                                         Monday – meet at W.V.H. -      8.00pm

Apple a Day (Diabetes Group)              2nd & 4th Tuesday                    10.00 am 

Upholstery Class                                    Tuesday                                   10.00 am

Flower Arranging                                  Tuesday                                     1.15 pm

Willand Vill. Hall Bingo                  2nd Tuesday                                     7.30 pm  

Tiny Tots


           Wednesday                                9.30 am

Flower Arranging   

           Wednesday                                1.15 pm        

Ballet Lessons


           Wednesday                                4.00 pm 

Indoor Bowls Club                                Wednesday                                7.00 pm  

Garden Club                                     2nd Wednesday                               7.30 pm 

Running Club                                         Wednesday  -  meet at W.V.H. 7 .30pm

Pilates                                                     Thursday            9.15am            2.00pm        

Mobile Library  (Four Weekly)             Thursday   (Townlands)           10.15am 

                           (   “       “      )             Thursday    (Village Hall)         11.05am      

Methodist Coffee Morning                 1st Thursday    At the Chapel       10.30am                

CAMEO                                              1st Thursday                                 6.30 pm   

Karate


  
           Thursday                                   5.30 pm 

Kettlebell (Advanced)

          Thursday                                    6.45 pm

Folk Dance Club                    2nd & 4th Thursday                                    7.30 pm 

Parish Council Meetings   1st, 2nd & 4th Thursday                                    7.00 pm 
Salsa Classes                                          Friday                                        9.45am
WiTS



           Friday                                        7.30 pm 

Methodists ‘Soup & Something’     3rd Friday           At the  Chapel   12.00noon  Cowgirl Twisters                              3rd Saturday                                    7.30 pm 

Folk Dance


     2nd Saturday                                    7.00 pm  

Martial Arts


           Sunday                                      6.30 pm

ADDITIONAL  EVENTS

JULY

Saturday       4th            WiTS             Murder  Mystery    W.V.H.          7.30pm

Tuesday       21st                                  Blood Donors        W.V.H.  12.00midday

AUGUST

Saturday      1st           Garden Club    Flower Show          W.V.H.         1.00pm
